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CLAIAES 

1. (Currently Amended) A inethod comprising: 

receiving a data signal formatted according to a data couimmiication protocol at a first 

data communication/platfonn; 
determining if the data commimication protocol is supported by the first data 

coTnmnrdcation platfbim; and 
indicating to a second/data commimication platform to leerfve byp ass the data signal at 
^ by pns^ path CJ a filter engine of the s econd data commimication platfor w if it 
is determined thAt the data commmiication protocol is supported by the first data 
communicatioil platform. 
(Currently Amoaded) The method of claim i , wherein the data signal is a first data 
signal and the data commmiication protocol is a first data communication protocol, the method 
of claim 1 fiirther con^jmsmg: 

receiving a sofeond data signal fomxatted according to a second data communication 

protocol/at Ihe first data communication platfoma; 
determining if the second data commmiication protocol is supported by the second data 
cation platform; and 

indicatiri^ to the second data communication platfoira to r eceiv e fater tibie data signal 
a filter path of the filter engine if it is determined that the data communication 
otocol is supported by the second data communication platform. 
3. (Ot/ginal) The method of claim 1, wherein said receiving comprises receiving the data 
signal foi/natted according to the data communication protocol at a network processor. 
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4. (Original) The method of plaim 1, wherem said determiiiing comprises detennining if the 
data communicatioii protocol is included in a pre-stored plurality of data communication 
protocols. 

5. (Original) The method of claims 1, wherein said indicating comprises tagging header 
information to the data signal. 

6. (Original) The method/of claim 1 , wherein said indicating further comprises indicating to 
a network switch engine. 

7. (Original) An appara/tus comprising: 
a first data commumcation platform to receive a data signal formatted according to a data 

commnnicatioii protocol, the first data communication platfomi to determine if tiie 
data commmiipation protocol is supported by the first data communication platform; 
and 

a second data cotaimunication platform, coupled to the first data conramnication platform, 
to receive dn indication for receiving the data signal at a by-pas$ path of a filter 
eugine of ihe second data coinmunication platform if it is determined that the data 
cornmiinication protocol is supported by the first data communication platfonn. 

8. (Original) The apparatus of claim 7, wherein said first data communication platform 
comprises a network processor, the network processor implemented in software. 

9. (Original The apparatus of claim 7, wherein said second data communication platform 
comprises a ne^vo^k switch engjne, the network switch engine implemented in application 
specific integrated circuits (ASICs). 
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10. (Currently Amraded) Ap atficle comprisiiig: 

a stx>rag6 medium havingj stored therein a plurality of instructions thsl are machine 
executable, wherein when executed, said executing instructions operate to receive a 
data signal formatted accoixling to a data communication protocol at a first data 
communication platform, determine if the data communication protocol is supported 
by the first data commuiiication platform, and indicate to a second data 
fyimmunicarion plfitform to receive bypass the data signal at a by - pass path of - o 
filter ca agiBc of the second data eommimieatioii platform if it is determined that 
the data communication protocol is supported by the fiist data communication 
platfomL 

11- (Currently Amended) The article of daim 10, wherein the data signal is a first data 
signal and the data communication protocol is a first data communication protocol, the article of , 
claim 10, wherein said executing instructions further operate to receive a second data signal 
formatted according to a second data communication protocol at the first data communication 
platform, determine |r the second data oonmiunication protocol is supported by the second data 
communication plafflbim, and indicate to the second communication platform to f^eeeive filter 
the data signal at d filter engine p at h of the filter engine if it is determined that the data 
communication jj/otocol is supported by the second data communication platform. 
12, (Originalfl The article of claim 1 0, wherein said executing instructions operate to receive 
the data signal mrmatted according to the data communication protocol at a network processor, 
the network processor implemented in software. 
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13. (Original) The article of claim l/o, wherein said executing instructions operate to 
detextnine if the data communication protocol is included in a pre-stored plurality of data 
communication protoools. 

14. (Original) The article of clain^ 1 0, wherein said executing instructions operate to tag 
header information of the data si£ 

15. " (Original) The article of claiha 10, wherein said executing instructions operate to indicate 
to a network switch engine, the ne^ork switch engine implemented in application specific 
integrated circuits (ASICs), 

16. (Currently Amended) Ah apparatus comprising: 
a storage medium havinfe stored therein a plurality of instructions that are machine 

executable, wherein when executed, said executing iostructions operate to receive a 
data signal foimaued according to a data communication protocol at a first data 
communication matform, determine if the data communication protocol is supported 
by the first data/communication platform, and indicate to a second data 
communicaticrfi platform to «eei¥« bypass the data signal at - a by - pass path of a 
fi lter cngme/of ffae - sceond data commiuiication platform if it is determined that 
the data communication protocol is supported by the fir^t data communication 
platform; and 

a jnrocessor coupled to the storage medium to execute the instmcfions. . 

17. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 16, wherein the data signal is a first data 
signal and the da/a communication protocol is a first data communication protocol, the apparatus 
of claim 16, wherein said executing instructions fiirther operate to receive a second data signal 
formatted according to a second data communication protocol at the first data communication 
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platform, determine if the second data comraunication protocol is supported by the second data 
communication platform, and mdicate to the second communication platform to receive filter 
tbe data signal «t-a- filtcr cnfflnc path of the filter cngiae if it is determined that the data 
commimication protocol is supported by the second data commimication platform. 

18. (Original) The apn&ratus of claim 1 6, wherein said executing instructions operate to 

✓ / 

receive the data signal fc^matted according to the data commxini cation protocol at a network 
processor and to indicalfe to a network switch engine, the network processor implemented in 
software and the network switch engine implemented in application specific integrated circuits 
(ASICs), 

19* (Original) ythe apparatus of claim 1 6, wherein said executing instructions operate to 
determine if the data cormnunication protocol is included in a pre-stored plurahty of data 
commumcatiom protocols. 

20. (Ori^^al) The ^aratus of claim 16, wherein said executing instructions operate to tag 
head^ information of the data signal. 
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